
Chancery Clerk’s Website 
www.desotocountyms.gov/chancery 
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Chancery Office Locations 

Homestead & Delinquent Taxes 
365 Losher Street Suite 120 
(662) 469-8399 

Land Records 
311 W South Street Suite C 
(662) 469-8397 
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Misty Heffner, Chancery Clerk 
(662) 469-8333 

Mary Jane Thaxton, Chief Deputy Clerk 
(662) 469-8328 

Chancery Court 
2535 Hwy 51 S Rooms 100 & 104 



Delinquent Taxes 
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Homestead Exemption 

Important Homestead Dates 

• January 1 – Deed must be dated before Jan 1 

• January 7 – Deed must be filed in the Clerk’s office 

• January 1 - April 1 – Homestead Application Period 

• February 1 – Deadline to pay delinquent income taxes to 
remain eligible for Homestead Exemption 
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What to Bring When you File 

http://desotocountyms.gov/99/Tax-Savings-
Programs-Homestead 

The Tax Assessor’s webpage contains all the 
details of what the homeowner should bring 
with them to file for Homestead 
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Reasons why the DOR Disallows a 
Homestead Exemption 

• Failure to comply with MS Income Tax Laws 

• Homeowner and/or Spouse claiming non-
resident status on MS Income Tax Return 

• One or more of the persons listed on the 
applications is deceased 

 

 
Remember: Any status change could 
cause you to lose your exemption!  
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Public Record Inquiries 

www.desotoms.info/WEBPGMS/ChClerk.pgm 
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Search the Index by Grantee. Choose W for Book Type 
and Enter the Subdivision Name. Covenants are 
indexed by the Subdivision Name (grantor) to the 
Subdivision Name (grantee).  

How to Find Covenants 
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Viewing the Plat 

• Search Subdivision Plats by Subdivision Name 

• Enter the Name of the Subdivision 

• Covenants and Amendments to the Plat will 
be noted on the Plat 

• Note: Some covenants are typed as part of the 
original plat and are not recorded separately 
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Covenants Printed on Plat 
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Search Records by Subdivision & Lot # 

• Search the Index by Subdivision/Lot 
 
 
 
 
 

• Click the Find Subdivision Code button 
• Enter the name of the Subdivision & Search 
• Find the section of the Subdivision you are looking for and click the 

Select link 
• Enter the Lot# and click Search 
• The results will give you all records that were indexed for that 

Subdivision & Lot number. 
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Click the Find Subdivision Code Button 
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Enter the Name of the Subdivision 
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Select the Section of the Subdivision 
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Example: Find the Section that contains lot 130 



Enter the Lot # and Click Search 
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Click Display to view the index for the recording 



Results of Subdivision/Lot Search 

• The results will display in order of book type 
for the lot number selected 

• If there are no records for that lot number, be 
sure you selected the correct section/phase of 
the subdivision 

• Note that the next sequential lot number 
results will display after the one you entered 
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• Example: Southern Pines/Section B/Lot 130 

 

Searching Chain of Title (Abstract Books) 
by Subdivision & Lot Number 

(1984-1992) 
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Warranty Deed 
Subdivision Abstract Books 

In our example, we are searching for Lot 130. Scroll through the pages 
until you find Lot 130. Note that there are multiple entries for this lot 
number from 1984-1989. 
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Searching Chain of Title 
Section – Township - Range 

• Example: Section 31, Township 1, Range 7 
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Warranty Deed Sec/Twn/Rng 
Abstract Books 

1. Find the Section, Township and Range you are looking for 
and click the link 

2. The pages of the Abstract Book for only that Section, 
Township and Range will display 
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Finding a Book & Page from 
Tax Assessor Website 

The deed for this property record was recorded in 1980. Not all 
records from 1980 have been indexed. If you try to access this 
through the GIS site, the image will not display.  
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View the Old Recordings 

• Click Back-Scanned Warranty Deed Books 

• These images are stored in multi page tiff files 
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Display of Old Books 

• Scroll through 
the list of books 
until you find 
the book you are 
looking for 

• You must have a 
Tiff viewer in 
order to view 
these images 
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Alternatiff 

http://www.alternatiff.com/ 

AlternaTIFF is a free web browser add-on that 
will display TIFF image files. 

If you click on any of the links to view our back 
scanned books you will find a link to the 
AlternaTIFF website.  

If you are not comfortable downloading add-ons 
for your browser/computer, contact your I.T. 
professional. 
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AlternaTIFF in a browser looks like this: 
• The advantage of 

using this add-on 
is that you have 
the ability to go 
to a specific page 

• Enter the Page 
number of the 
document you 
are searching for.  

• Note: The page 
number of the 
image and the 
actual recorded 
page number 
may vary 

• A page may 
contain multiple 
recordings 
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Finding a Recording by Searching 
the Direct and Reverse Index 

(How to Find the Book & Page #) 

• The Direct Index is a listing by Grantor. The index was 
written in chronological order with all A’s in one 
book, B’s in one book, etc. 

• If you are looking for a conveyance from B.K. Allen in 
1929, click the Warranty Deed Direct Images link 
(shown below) 

• The Reverse Index is a listing by Grantee.  
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Direct Index to Land Deeds 
1929 - 1995 

Click the 
WD_Direct_A 
book 

27 



Viewing the Old Books 

Note the book and page number of the recording. Go 
back to the main search screen and follow instructions 
to view Back Scanned Warranty Deed Books. 
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